Unit 2/Unit 3 Group Lab Report

All individual and group work for this Lab Report should be completed in your TA Assigned Google Drive Collaborative Space (Lab Class Google Drive) found at the top of your Lab Section Moodle webpage under General Information.  You will need to know your assigned Table # and keep open communication with your group.  Everyone in the Group should be involved in all aspects of planning and writing the Lab Report.

Each Table/group of students will be writing a group lab report based upon the data you collect as an extension of the Unit 2 Online Independent Learning Assignment: WildCam Testing Predictions and Analyzing Data.  You will need to:

1. Meet as a group outside of lab in person or in Zoom.  Discuss what you learned about each of your species in their given locations.  What was the most interesting and/or surprising thing learned about each of your species?
2. If 2 or more group members collected data on the same species, you should agree upon collecting new data for a different species to use in the lab report OR make sure the data on the same species was collected from a different preserve.  
3. The group should then decide what questions could then be addressed next.  For example, consider some of the environmental variables you may have already used: time of day (day vs. night), season (wet vs dry), habitat/vegetation type (e.g. Miombo Woodland vs Limestone Gorge), or distance to water or human settlements or pick a new variable on the WildCam website.
a. Pick ONE group variable on the WildCam website and collect data on this variable for all 4 of your group selected species.  
b. It is OK to use a variable that 1 or more of the group members already selected, but that same variable will need to be compared for all the different species studies in your lab report.
4. From this new data set, based on the variable your group chose, what conclusions can you make?  Which species show similar trends in the data, which are different?  Why might this be the case?  
5. Repeat the steps from the original worksheet so that you make a new pivot table (steps #14-16).  When you complete the pivot table, use these new data sets to create a new graph (or two) with the combined data for all your animals that demonstrate meaningful results to highlight.
6. As a Group, write a Lab Report using the Lab Write Website as your guide for proper lab report format, sections (Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion, References) with appropriate content and depth.
7. Groups must use and cite at least one primary and one secondary reference in their text and provide a properly formatted CSE Reference section (Refer to the links in “Writing Lab Reports” at the bottom of the Unit 3 webpage). References are generally introduced in the Introduction & further used in the Discussion to place your research within existing published research.

· The First Full Draft Lab Report is due by Friday 11:59PM of the Unit 4.1 Group Ecology Work Week I (see lab the Fall 2026 schedule) in Moodle.

· Your TA will provide quick feedback to ensure proper Lab Report formatting, depth of writing and use of citations.

· The Final Wildcam Lab Report is due by the Friday 11:59PM Unit 5 Speciation in Moodle.  Groups should also turn in a completed Lab Report Rubric with comments and points assigned to each section.

· Group Work Peer Evaluation - Individually there will be a Group Work Peer Evaluation form to complete when the Final Lab Report is due.  This is worked on outside of the Google folder and is submitted to your TA in Moodle.
· Everyone must rate themselves and each of the other students in their Table group AND write out their own contributions in the Notes column using the provided evaluation form.  
· You should reflect on your own contributions to the First Full Draft Lab Report AND Final Lab Report submissions.   
· Comments may also be written about other group members to clarify work effort to all parts of this assignment.  Upload the completed form in Moodle.  This form will go directly to and only seen by your TA.

Please complete ALL written group work in your Lab Google drive folder to optimize access and contributions from everyone. 

If AI is used to help write this report, be sure to follow and include all steps in the guidelines for “Ethical and Responsible Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in this course”. 

Editing IS an important part of writing.  It not only helps make for a better finished product, but it also can make the editor a clearer writer by closely reading papers to evaluate the structure, components and validity of what is being communicated.  Editing is the responsibility of each of the group members in writing a group paper.
